A NEW BRITISH TYPEWRITER

- L. Bruce Archer
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of Christopher Fatham Sholes's s recently perfected writing-machines, the design and manuficture of
typewriters has remained overwhelmingly in American hands, Most of the n Bumerous typewrifer com-
panics subsequently incorporated in Great Britain have been of United States origin, a notsble exception
being the Imperial Typewriter Company formed in 1908. mug.zﬂaﬂﬁn of almost alf the world's type-
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2" The *Undermood No l_s._.!._ s fully winible woviting, sub_ .
lroer wooement with sccelmaied motion, over-throw E.inu_.
acapomemt, iabwlator and other foanures, crenied w formada which
eoer since Aas been meore or less i\nanll&.-li\kgaq of
sinnchard sffice wachines ait sore the world. (Reprodweed from *The
History and Drvelopment of Typewriters', H M S 0.}
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96-per cent of Europe’s typewriters. The drying up of this trede

" due to the post-war restrictions on dollar imports has therefore left

1 huge unsatisfied demand which has stimulsted the development of
indigenous supplies. The latest European design, by Byron Business
Machines, comimands sttention for % variety of ressons. It is new, not
only in general appesrance, but also in important mechanical prin-
ciples. It is the product of new men in a new firm, It is claimed to
be all-British in conception and execution:

In irs extreme form this claim is impossible to substentiste but
difficult to refute. The typewriter world is one it which patents,
designs, personnel and capi lnn__nnﬂon.nau_on sub-let and
inter-invested to an extent completely baffles ‘the outside
‘observer. Byrom itself artaches Mg name to machines which are msde_
abroad snd which appear 1o be absolutely identical with others also

sold heve under different manufacturcrss’ names. The broader claim

s therefore best left unsupported.
- ~
New men at the top
Byron Business Machines is descended from the Barlock Company
which was registered in England in 1925, but which took its inspira-
tion on licence from the Columbia Typewriter Manufacturing
no.uﬁnhu. of Newport, US A, Columbia had made the first ‘Barlock'
n 1889. Today, however, the Link is no more than historical. The

oﬁﬁd!v of the Ewﬂmonwnoﬂun.nwgn_«n_ﬁu.waguua
when it was reborn as Byron Business Machines in 1953 the re-
organisation left fow » :33:4; e new men are almost sll under
40 years o m-mnnuanﬁgﬁsg—ﬁ a completely fresh start.

The new Byron is a comprehensive product for the more expen-
sive end of the current range of office machines. It is hoped that
it will caprure u comer in the United States domestic market where
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M prototype for the Byrom mackime e adventurauly

#ivled and incorperared & monder of immcoarions. It it perhaps a pty
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higher production costs arc tending 10 reverse the
traditional import-export panemm.

On first scquaintance iz is un impressive machine. )

Its massive appearance is mainly due to the provision
of cdtra space within the easing for carbon ribbon
mechanism and to sBow for the introduction of a
similar but clecrrified version of the machine' st a
later dacc. Herbert Norman James, the indusirial
designer who was calted in s consultant, has evolved
1 pleasing form which is also anractive when seen
from the viewpoint of & visitor wreiting at the wrong
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- side’of"the office ‘desk. The bost-like curves of the

base pan where ivflissppears from vicw bencath the
machine aod the kéfboard surrounds are espegially
satisfying. “The keybostd-has been planned to make
the most of the stundard masimum of 46 keys, and all
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of machine hivg been included. Prominen t amongst
thesc and popular with those who have tried the
machine, are the rapid-feed handle which loads the
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‘Flattering’ controls
The plurality of brirots has been carried 4 stage too
?,baanuﬂnnﬁmxsgw-rnnnﬁﬁ
buttons 0 control the ‘Yibbon colour change, To
}ﬁﬁwsgﬁrﬁt&gw%uﬂg
thiree buttons te control the cloeness of the trans-
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The bulsa modsl for the second prototype shoes o stage in the
rranstion fe the fimal versiox. The boli-mded lincuapace dever
remains and woveliy fearurer Aave been made of the conreol
bussromi, bui the caving has reversed 1o the wiemolishic form popudar
100 other moderm designs .

parent card clip to the platen. There is no more excuse
for the use of three separate burtons to provide three
murually exclusive conditions such ss “red-stencl-
black™ on a rypewriter, than there is for four separate
bumons marked “high-medium-low-off" controlling
the hot~plae of an electric cooker. The recent deplor-
able tendency to incorporate such features ‘in seversl
types of appliance is apparently duc to @ desire to
flatter the user by giving het the sensation of operating
2 complicated control desk'thar is incomprchensible
tv the humbler onlooker. -
The main interest of the Byron, however, is bé-
yond its keyboard. Mest typewriter models are
_ based on mechanisms evalved o or 60 years aga.
In 1897 a design by Franz X. Wagner was manufac-
tured as the ‘Underwood No. 1, and established a
formula which has been more or less closely followed
in sandard officc machines ever since. The new
Byron makes significant departures from this tradition
by including » unique type-kver nt and 2 new
Bﬂgaﬂgnogﬁo%bn& visible,
The patent applications name F. $, Hardy as the truc
and first inventor of this printing mechanism, but the
complete design was carried into effect by Dennis
Whitchead, who formerly assisted end later succeeded
M Hardy“ss Byron's design and rescarch engincer,
with Mt Jumes the design consultant in almost con-
On 'field test, the new Biron machine was well
. teeered by typiss, but only protracted experience
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The srcond procatype in whick the Aevboard and canng reacked thar

Jimad forms, though the ball-ended linetpoce lever and the bail-like

plaren knods remain. This car a very arractive mackine and the
butk of the field tarts were conducted om it

will prove whether or nor it rises to th groat cxpecta-
tions of its authors. At ieast it shows n spirit of
adventurc which is all too rare. L2t us hope that it may
prove an effective counter to the Getrnan, [talizn and
Scandinavian machines which threaten to dominate
the British home and export markers,

In the fatext vernion of the Byrau the white balfs have born
¥

Thr pagrel colours kave groen teav o @ maralfic Muegrey and
Nack, which are kns pleasing

The Byren sypeecriter 1 wnusiaily arragive from ke ofren
neglecied rear viaw, The five-pointed atar knob ic a line-space
aclecror and the com-tlorred sererc in g touch conrol. The large
waffle-rurfaced celfular rubder feer have a micrion effect an the
vable pface, aithowgh ai 40 14 the mackine 45 not saulv
puthed arewnd,
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& "ipaade’ handle and comventional platen kmabs. ;



